
Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov] 

4/21/2021 9:42:52 PM 
Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad 
[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Brian Clark [brian.clark@state.mn.us]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD) 
[verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; burkmanc@michigan.gov; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; Christlyn Particka 
[chrislyn@msu.edu]; cindy flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu; deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Whitford, 
Fred. [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn nice [gnice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.ohio.gov]; Chahal, 
Gurinderbir (MDA) [g.chahal@state.mn.us]; Fischer, Heidi (MDA) [heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; becovitzj 
[becovitzj@purdue.edu]; john stone [stonejo2@msu.edu]; leach, Carrie A [leach13@purdue.edu]; Ken Runkle 
[ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; Kerr, Samantha [Samantha.Kerr@lllinois.gov]; Kern, Kevin (MDARD) 
[kernk@michigan.gov]; lance Forsberg [ljf@msu.edu]; Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry 
[  Lori Bowman [lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu]; 
Mccloskey, Mark D - DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson 
[m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; 
Matt.Jorgenson [Matt.Jorgenson@state.mn.us]; buesinge [buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Sipes, Monica l - DATCP 
[monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov]; Natalie Hoidal [hoida016@umn.edu]; Ajayi, Olafimihan 
[olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; Oemig, Otto W - DATCP [Otto.Oemig@wisconsin.gov]; rajinder.mann 
[rajinder.mann@state.mn.us]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, Roger 
(MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA) 
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Tana Haugen-Brown 
[thbrown@umn.edu]; Travis Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu] 
Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Suero, 
Maryann [suero.maryann@epa.gov]; Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Dibblee, Seth 
[Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Bouche, Angela [bouche.angela@epa.gov]; Capiro, Mirtha [capiro.mirtha@epa.gov]; Niess, 
Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Swenson, Thomas [Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail 
[wesley.abigail@epa.gov] 
Seresto Flea Collar Pet Incidents= EPA Follow-up 
Flea collar Seresto Flea Collars EPA Desk Statement 4-21-21.docx 

EPA has been responding to public inquiries and more about the initial USA Today article on pet incidents from 

March 2, 2021 (see initial notice to you from March 4, further below). The public is urged to contact their Vets 
or NPIC with questions. EPA takes this report of incidents very seriously. EPA is looking into gathering more 

specific incident data from the registrant and elsewhere. 

Please find as below links to a few media coverages on this topic. The Snopes article contains interviews with 

EPA on this issue. 

The EPA Desk Statement is attached. Press Inquiries can be directed to press@epa.gov and concerned citizens 

can go to pestlcidequestlons@epa.gov. The public may also contact NPIC at http://npic.orst.edu/. 

Media Coverage: 

htt' s: 1www.usatoda,.com sto news lnvestl atlons 03 02 seresto-do -cat-collars-found-harm- ets-

hum a ns-epa-records-show / 45 7 4 753001/ 

https ://www.cbsnews.com/ news/ se resto-flea-col la r-reca I I-pet-deaths/ 

https ://www. b usl nessl nslder .com/ se resto-flea-tkk-col la rs-congress-reca I l-effort-pet-deaths-2021-3 

Snopes Follow-up with EPA through interviews and Reference to EPA documents on the Incidents: 

https://www .s nopes .co m/f act-check/se resto-flea-col la rs-deaths/ 
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Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)



Donald Baumgartner, BS., M,S. Medical Entomologist 

115 WPS Coordinator, RSC& T Coord., Ml Ted, Contact, Bed Bug Specialist, Zika/Mosq Control, Urban Pests, Pollinators 
TSCA and Pesticides Section (Ll-17J), land and Chemicals Branch 
U.S. Em1imm11ental Protection Agency Region S 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph. 312/88(i-7835 
fax 312/6':J7.-2S31 

Have a Bed Bug free Day!! 

USEPt, flEGlmJ 5 PEST IC DES SECTION DISCl./\lMl'R: This •·e,,po~se and thP w~tp,·,t<. uf the inform,ition/su•n~·,3ry/fact,,heetsi;iubk3tio•·1s/n:•por"ts urnvided do ~ot 
n2ces~at:lv :·eflr::(t Uie v1:;;\:\/S c1nd pn!1c1:;;s of the U5t:.PA1 not does m:;;ntion of t:·adr:: nd:r:r::s ot convnerc1di prnducts. The inclus:c:::1 of Vieb i1nks to s:tes desctib1ng su(~l 

From: Baumgartner, Donald 

Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 6:38 PM 

To: 
Subject: ALERT= US Today Article Critical of EPA on Flea Collars Related to Pet Deaths 

The below linked article came to my attention a couple days ago, when found by a colleague here in RS. 

Sharing with you as FYI. If picked up by the media even more, this has a potential to get big. May result in 

some calls as well to the States. 

htt' s: 1www.usatrn::la,.com sto newslinvestl atlons/2021 03 02 seresto-do -cat-collars-found-harm- ets-

huma ns-epa-records-show / 45 7 4 753001/ 

" . ., Seres to, one of the most popular flea and tick collars in the country, bas been linked hundreds 
of pet deaths, tens of thousands of injured animals and hundreds ofhanned humans, LLS. 
Environmental Protection Agencv documents show. Yet tbe EPA done nothing to inform the 
public of the risks .... '' [USA Today] 

EPA OCSPP and EPA Regional Public Affairs have been warned of public or press inquiries corning in about this. 

OPP recommends that press inquiries for the EPA be directed to press@epa.gov concerned citizens may go 

to pesticidequestions@epa.gov. 

Our RS Amy Mysz provides the following as well that may help for any incident reporting to EPA: 

Now, I generally refer folks to OPP's incident page to report directly https://www.epcLgov/pesticide-incidents There are 

separate links for pets and domestic animals, people and other categories depending on who/what was impacted. 

Under pets and domestic animals: 

The best thing for a consumer is to send an email to the incident mailbox ReporL?esticide.lncide11t@ep2.gov which is 

the last option under reporting by pet owners. It goes directly to OPP which is where it needs to go. The email address is 

built into the last bullet: There's a similar one for human exposure under the "people" link on the main incident 

reporting page (since people sometimes report adverse effects to animal products too). 
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For anv nmH\:gistn:int waming to report incidents involvin:d. pets or domestic animals that mav not involve violation of 
pesticide reQ11lations, send us an email. 
If available, useful information includes: 

- Type and number of animals exposed. 
- Size, breed and age of the animal. 
- Condition of the animal, e.g., symptoms exhibited, Clment health status. 
- The pesticide involved (include EPA registration number if available). 
- Any other pertinent information. 
NOTE: [ always ask them to be as specific as possible about the product (EPA Reg No. not just product name). 
encourage them to include inf01mation about how and when the product was applied and when/what symptoms 
occurred. If more than 1 animal in the household, I suggest they include any interaction between treated animals 
and non/treated animals as applicable. Also if and what treatment was sought, etc. 

• I also encourage veterinarians to report through NPIC's portal - or encourage consumers to ask their vets to report here. 

• - NPIC offers an online Veterinarv Pesticide Incident Reportin:d Portal MJ/@Ht!where veterinarians and their staff can submit 
reports to NP[C, for surveillance purposes (not enforcement). NPIC staff are also available to veterinarians for general 
pesticide-related questions regarding animal exposures. 

Donald Baumgartner, BS., M,S. Medical Entomologist 

115 WPS Coordinator, RSC& T Coord., Ml Ted, Contact, Bed Bug Specialist, Zika/Mosq Control, Urban Pests, Pollinators 
TSCA and Pesticides Section {ll·17J), land and Chemicals Branch 
U.S. Em1imm11ental Protection Agency Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chkago, Illinois 60604 
ph. 312/886-7835 
fax 312/697-·2531 
~_il_t1_ri~gartnaer.donald@epa.gs:iy 

\:],;.::: h tt0;//1,"i"1,"iVv.2pc1.p:ov/0estlcide<;,[ :::::· hUJr//n Dk"o:·st:;;du/ 

Have a Bed Bug freae Day!! 

USEP/\ REG!ON 5 PESTlUDE'.) SECTION DlSCLAHv1F..R: Th Ls :e.spo:1.se and the co:1t2nt..s of the !nform~~tlon/sun1:1··1arv/fact.sheels/0ublk:atlons,/r'2ports provided do :1ol 

n2ces~at:lv :·2flr::(t Uie v1:;;\:\/S c1nd pn!1c1:;;s of the U5t:.PA1 not does m:;;ntion of t:·ack nc1tnes ot cnnvnerc1di 0rnducts. Th2 inclus:on of vitea 11nk~ to sites d2sc:·ib1ng su(~l 
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